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CONSULTATION OVERVIEW 

On 11 March 2014, the council began a consultation to gain insight into public and user views on 
continuing to subsidise Humberstone Heights and Western Park Golf Courses. 
 
Consultation questionnaires were completed at: 
 
• Humberstone Heights and Western Park Golf Courses 
• City Council Sports and Leisure Centres 
• City Council Customer Services Centre 
• www.leicester.gov.uk/golf (online) 
 
Background information was included in the online and paper questionnaires (see Appendix A).  The 
consultation period ran from 11 March until 18 April 2014. In total 2,773 responses were received by 
the City Council.  The majority of responses were completed at the two council golf courses. 
 
A petition to ‘Save Humberstone Heights Golf Course and to show your support of keeping 
Humberstone Heights open’ has been submitted with 1,071 valid signatures.  An e-petition 
submitted at the same time to ‘Save Humberstone Heights Golf Course and stop the closure of 
Humberstone Heights Golf Course’ had a total of 43 signatures as at 20th May2014.  
 
A petition to ‘Save Western Park Golf Course’ stating that ‘We are sad to find out you are 
considering closing the Western Golf Course’ and providing names of ‘people who use and need our 
facilities for various reasons’ has been submitted with 1,611 valid signatures. An online petition to 
‘Save Western Park Golf Course’ currently has 486 signatures (http://brad.epetitions.net/). 

 
 
 
CONSULTATION QUESTIONS  
 
The consultation asked three questions: 
 
1. Do you think the council should continue subsidising golf courses? 
             Yes/No 
 
2. Are you a user of one or both of the council owned golf courses? 
             Humberstone Heights/Western Park/Both/None 
 
3. Do you live in the city of Leicester? 
             Yes/No 
 
Note: Questionnaire participants were warned that answering ‘no’ to question 1 may result 
in the council no longer providing either one or both golf courses.  
 

 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/golf
http://brad.epetitions.net/
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Q1: Do you think the council should continue subsidising golf courses? 

All Responses  

 

 

 

 

 

*1 ‘No Answer’ was also received 
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Location breakdown: Do you think the council should continue subsidising golf courses? 
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Answer Responses 
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Q2: Are you a user of one or both of the council owned golf courses? 
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Answer Responses 
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Location breakdown: Are you a user of one or both of the council owned golf courses 
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Answer Responses 
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None  215 
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Q3: Do you live in the city of Leicester? 

All responses  

 

 

Answer Responses 
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No 469 

 

 

 

Answer Responses 
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Both  114 

None  103 
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Location Breakdown: Do you live in the city of Leicester? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Qs 1 & 3: Do you think the council should continue subsidising golf courses –  
Leicester versus non-Leicester residents 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Answer Respones 

Yes 1190 

No 254 

Answer Responses 

Yes 588 

No 74* 

Answer Responses 

Yes 89 

No  18 

Answer Responses 

Yes 435 

No  123* 

Answer Responses 

Yes 2079 

No 222* 

Answer Responses 

Yes 419 

No 50* 

*Residency is unknown for 2 responses 

*1 ‘No Answer’ 

*1 ‘No Answer’ 
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Answer Responses 

Humberstone Heights  589 

Western Park  486 

Both  852 

None  375 

 

 

 

Qs 1 & 2: Do you think the council should continue subsidising golf courses – 
golf club users versus non-golf club users 

 
Number of consultation participants who use either or both Humberstone Heights Golf Course and 
Western Park Golf Course: 2,317 (84%).   
Number of consultation participants who use neither: 456 (16%)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Responses 

Humberstone Heights  93 

Western Park  115 

Both  181 

None  80 

Answer Responses 

Yes 232 

No 224 

Answer Responses 

Yes 2268 

No 48 

*Residency is unknown for 2 responses 
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Letters and Complaints  

The council also received 86 letters and complaints as a result of the consultation.  The letters 
highlighted a range of issues which could arise if a decision were taken to close one or both golf 
courses.  A total of 158 concerns and opinions were raised in the 86 letters, with the majority of 
responses raising more than one issue (table below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The letters show that the public is most concerned about the environmental impact of losing the golf 
courses, while the health benefits to golf and what the alternative would cost were also frequently 
mentioned. 3 letters expressed support for reduced or no funding to golf.    
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